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Political Agent of three persons for tampering with the
village records, all of whom were convicted and sentenced
in the first instance, but were subsequently released on a
ruling of the High Court at Bombay that the three accused
were not subject to the jurisdiction of the Rewa Kantha
Agency. Rarchhodlnl having thus been acquitted, the
question of his reinstatement in the service of Government
had to be decided, and in reply to a lettci from the Bombay
Government soliciting his opinion, Major Walhce wrote a
long report criticising Mr. Hebberl's judgment adversely
and declaring that, in his view, the alibi put forward by
Ranchhodlars wife was false. The Government, accepting
Major Wallace's opinion, dispensed with Ranchhodlars
services and declined to employ him again in any capacity.
The case then entered upon a new phase. Ranchhodlal,
smarting under the implied opprobrium, whether deserved
or undeseived, asserted that the fraud in respect of the
village documents at Dakor was not committed by anyone
In his interests but at the instance of his enemies, and he
proceeded for the first and last time in his life to prefer
a charge of forgery against one man and of perjury against
another, whom together he* held responsible for his undoing.
So far as the law was concerned, Ranchhodlal was again
successful; for although the former accused was acquitted,
the latter was found guilty and punished, while both Mr.
Gray and Mr. Walter, the magistrate and judge respectively
of Ahmadabad, who dealt with the cases, declared their
belief that Ranchhodlal was innocent of the charge of
corruption originally brought against him by the Political
Agent. For reasons, however, which it would be tedious
to give in detail, the Bombay Government, after the most
mature and scrupulous consideration of all the facts and
evidence, could not bring themselves to alter their opinion,
and in May, 1859, issued a formal order declining to restore
Ranchhodlal to the public service. Mr. Gray, the magistrate,
who still believed in Ranchhodlars innocence, made a final
effort to persuade the Government to revise their order,